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BIOGRAPHY    ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​           
PILANI BUBU (SOUTH AFRICA) 
 
Immerse yourselves into the intriguing world of the Indelible Storyteller; Pilani Bubu (www.pilanibubu.com). 
Multi-Award winning singer-songwriter, poet, TV Presenter, entrepreneur and founder of the Folklore Festival 
(www.folklorecommunity.co.za) 
 
Over the last 15 years, Pilani has had a prolific solo-music career as an independent artist with 7 album releases, 
gracing the stages of more than 19 countries around the world,multiple awards and accolades and is praised for her 
incredible stage presence and intentional storytelling. Her pure & angelic voice resonates with a great sense of clarity 
& articulation and the music is a vibrant fusion of jazz, folk, soul, interweaved with poetry and spoken word. She is 
story-led as she continues to explore alternative sounds in nuRnB & dance music to build on her conceptual and 
considered narratives, showcasing her versatile artistry. She embodies purposeful swag and spunk. 
 
Each album takes listeners on an original journey through her own lived experience. From the heartfelt melodies of 
‘Journey of a Heart (2012)’ to the empowering funky rhythms of ‘Warrior of Light (2016)’, and the nostalgic African 
folk tales of ‘Folklore Chapter 1 (2019) which has garnered her recognition, including the prestigious accolade of 
Best African Adult Contemporary Album at the South African Music Awards in 2020.  
 
Even with the chaos of a global pandemic, Pilani's unyielding creative spirit released ‘Lockdown Lovestory (2022)’ a 
cathartic album that captured the essence of love amidst uncertain times, providing a space for reflection and 
reconciliation for her fans. Followed by her collaborative album ‘Konke (2023)’  with Kenyan producer 
‘AfroNautiq’,which explores her own artistic journey & creative pursuit & how these affect her ‘inner world.’ 
 
In ‘Folklore Chapter 2: Ekuseni (2023)’ she delves even deeper into ancient wisdom, sharing a personal story of her 
ancestors, their rituals, her rites, their gifts, her inheritances, and the relationship there between. Exploring invocative 
melodies that transport listeners to the ethereal realms of African spirituality. 
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Her latest offering Nay’Indaba, is a sonic odyssey reflecting on South Africa’s history and contemplating 30 years of 
Freedom through the prism of strong women. Over the course of the album's eight tracks, it explores in depth South 
Africa's complex history and social ills, whilst sharing a positive story of the ongoing struggle against inequality, youth 
unemployment and poverty. Rooted in the magnetic atmosphere and memories of this country, the result is a 
musicality that is both psychedelic and ferocious. The album is a collaboration with the French trans-oriental 
jazz-rock band; Marthe, which has recently been awarded the Best International Jazz Album Collaboration at the 
Mzansi Music Awards in August 2026. 
 
Other collaborations include her mini orchestra piece 'Hopes Springing High’- Still I Rise with Maya Angelou and the 
esteemed Caged Bird Legacy LLC. Contributions to Bikutsi 300 by Cameroon’s talented  guitarist and vocalist  Blick 
Bassy, with the song Abantwana.Other displays of resonance have included 4 sync deals on Netflix with her songs 
on The Brave Ones: with Ufuna Bani, Abantwana, and The Polygamist with Free and Qula Kwedini. 
 
Her early childhood musical career started at the age of 9, playing in flute, marimba & string ensembles, youth 
orchestras as well as singing in school, regional & university choirs well into her university & corporate career. 
 
Pilani’s mission, is to take South African stories and music across the world, has seen her touring and performing 
dominantly across the African Continent, East & Central Europe, the United Kingdom, United States, Ghana, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Togo, Benin, Mozambique, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Romania, Switzerland, and Netherlands. At 
prestigious stages like Love Supreme (UK), Tropical Pressure (UK), Jazz A Vienne (FR), Cully Jazz Festival (CH), 
Musique Mettise (FR) Ploiesti Jazz Festival (Romania), Fete de La Musique (SA), Live in Accra Jazz Festival 
(Ghana), Jazz Dock (CZ), Drum Beat Festival (SA) & Standard Bank Joy of Jazz (SA), Sauti Za Busara (TZ), just to 
name a few. 
 
 
Pilani Bubu's mission is to leave an INDELIBLE MARK on the world.* 
 
 
 
PRESS QUOTES  
What the press has to say: 
 
"A magnificent discovery, truly original, with a remarkable touch to combine with its folk and its astonishing vibrato 
with atmospheres alternately jazz-world, trad', soul-pop and afro, where very urban with these numerous and 
percussive spoken words which borrow from hip hop and rap.” - JAZZ-RHONE-ALPES (France) 
 
"The singer publishes the album Folklore: Chapter 1, a poetic and militant chronicle of South African society served 
by timeless folk music" -FIP  (France) 
 
"In this first album, the South African singer recounts her cultures and her roots within a folk music inhabited by 
poetry and spoken-word" - NOVA  (France) 
 
“Pilani Bubu stands out as a complete artist” - FRANCE INTER (France) 
 
“She sings with a clear voice – and sometimes slams – her own texts in Xhosa, Mpondo, Zulu and English”- LE 
MONDE (France) 
 
"His introductory disc insists on the strength of traditions and the place of women in his native country" -RFI  
(France) 
 
“Pilani Bubu's song is auroral. It evokes the purity of the first morning of the world » - AMINA (France) 

“[…]a fresh, clear voice that is remarkably agile, with a raw, sympathetic edge here and there.” - MUSICFRAME 
(Netherlands)  

                 



 
“Sparkling record on which South African singer Pilani connects traditional music and lyrics with contemporary 
musical genres and spoken word. The engaging purity and freshness of Bubu’s voice is equally reflected in the 
musical accompaniment.” - TROUW (Netherlands) 

“…a beautiful voice and a huge musical insight.” - MUSIC MAGAZINE HEAVEN (Netherlands) 

“In her latest offering, Lockdown Lovestory, Pilani Bubu unpacks the overwhelming tricks the lustful mind can play 
when heated and blinded by fantasy and sensual craving… The ambience of déjà vu – rich in onomatopoeia, poetic 
nuance, sass, and sultry harmonic major scale prowess. The 90s-induced Nu RnB deepened my appreciation for the 
organic touch delivered through the use of vintage mics, FX instruments, synths, and Rhodes in electronic 
production.” – THE MUSIC REVIEW (South Africa) 
 
“Pilani Bubu is a multi-faceted artist who has established herself as a creative force in South Africa’s music and 
entertainment industry. She has travelled the world performing and spreading the sounds of jazzy folk that illustrate 
her pride in her heritage” – BUBBLEGUM (South Africa) 
 
“Multifaceted artist Pilani Bubu is …successful and purely authentic… She has mastered the art of jugging time and 
finances.” – STAR NEWSPAPER (South Africa) 
 
“soothing melodies, exceptional vocals and message-laden repertoire is singer-songwriter from South Africa…she 
shines through with a poignant set of songs with pure grit and talent which inspired head popping and feet tapping 
from the receptive audience...a feel-good singer with conscious and meaningful lyrics” – DAILY GRAPHIC (Ghana).  
 
On Nayindaba: “ Energetic, militant, with a radiant musical force, an intense album.” - LE MONDE (France) 
 
"A hybrid and innovative mixture that challenges and draws you into a groovy and coppery whirlwind." - ROCK & 
FOLK (Europe) 
 
On Nayindaba "...totally irresistible musical patterns and with a voice that forces you to listen..."  
-ROOTSBE(Netherlands) 
 
“Called by an artist of commanding authority, Nay' Indaba is a musical conference  of pressing importance. » - 
SONGLINES (United Kingdom) 
 
MUSIC LINKS 
 
LISTEN: 
Folklore Chapter 1 (Africa & Rest of World) - https://album.link/i/1487411592 
Folklore Chapter 1 (Europe and French Territories) - https://bfan.link/folklore-chapter-1  
Folklore Chapter 2 : Ekuseni: https://ditto.fm/folklorechapter2_ekuseni  
Lockdown Lovestory (Deluxe Album) - https://ditto.fm/lockdownlovestory_albumdeluxe  
Konke – Pilani Bubu x AfroNautiq  - https://ditto.fm/konke  
Nay’Indaba   - https://ditto.fm/nay-indaba  
 
 
WATCH: 
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjQaD_9ai8hJaQMftpV8-rQ 
 
Nayindaba 
Asizolala (Performance Video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ZvELO_22Ok  
Imbokodo (Performance Video) https://youtu.be/L7Ef4_BZ2r8  
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Folklore Chapter 2: Ekuseni 
Thafaelibanzi (Official Music Video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S0jrBp0ju48  
Umthombo (Official Music Video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ial5FJ85bBM  
Vusumuzi (Official Music Video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N60uK0yEzTA  
Abantwana (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/k-OrzFzBVvw?si=_9AFE5IDdJfHaMqI  
Nkathazo (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/Zp3PybTIxx8?si=QwIY-vChMMYLeMK5  
 
Konke 
Ufuna Bani https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j_NDvAmZSwY   
Feel It - https://youtu.be/0vSlfJiaS48 
 
Lockdown Lovestory 
As We Lay (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/sbROciqfpjQ  
Desire (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/z9dxWtOz_Io  
Pendulum Swing (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/h7dgIXC66Ug  
As We Lay (Live at Supersonic Studios Kenya) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7THMDIQmpTM  
Desire (Live at Super Sonic Studios Kenya) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0sSFBi6zRr8  
 
Folklore Chapter 1 
Boom Che (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/o_a-od8bk14 
Qamata (Official Music Video) https://youtu.be/MienUxpG8m0  
Qongqothwane - Pilani Bubu (Music Video) https://youtu.be/MxZxfRqzrU4  
Baile (Live Acoustic) - Ft Kyei Rocks (Duet) https://youtu.be/oJ_SQN1X9XE  
Makoti - (Trio) https://youtu.be/sbpELcQrMmc  
Qongqothwane Medley – Pilani Bubu (Live Duet) https://youtu.be/j5TyhqTqJtY  
 
Warrior of Light 
Music Love on Diud Where’s My Tune (Live Trio) https://youtu.be/UN4fYGOr8pM  
Sweet Love (Live on Espresso) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aylE4xrsSSo  
 
Journey of a Heart 
Miss Understood (Live on Espresso) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxG6ZW0MvpE 
 
 
PRESS PHOTOS 
 
Latest Press Photos:  
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1wuqFAHXyEK_1kxClZpmYUjtFfflyh-x5?usp=drive_link  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES 
 
https://linktr.ee/pilanibubu   (all links) 
https://www.instagram.com/pilanibubu/ 
https://www.facebook.com/PilaniBubu  
https://twitter.com/PilaniBubu  
https://www.tiktok.com/@pilanibubu ​ 
https://www.pilanibubu.com/ 
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CONTACTS 
 
 
MANAGEMENT / LABEL & PUBLISHING 
 
info@bupila.com 
www.pilanibubu.com  
bookings@pilanibubu.com  
+27(082) 768 3971 (Bupila Publishing) 
 
FOLKLORE COMMUNITY 
 
info@folklore.community 
www.folklorecommunity.co.za 
folklorecommunityza@gmail.com 
+27(072) 090 4898 (Folklore Community) 
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